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This is a beautifully produced art book by a highly 

acclaimed Australian artist.

Thornton Walker is a mid-career Melbourne-based artist 

whose work is represented in collections in the British 

Museum and Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Nagoya, 

Japan, and throughout Australia, including the National 

Gallery of Australia, Art Gallery of New South Wales, 

Art Gallery of Western Australia, QUT Art Museum, 

Brisbane, Artbank, University of New South Wales, 

Philip Morris Arts Grant Collection: Parliament House, 

Canberra, Macquarie Bank, and AXA Australia.

This book, curated by the artist in collaboration 

with Melbourne Books, chronologically displays a 

representation of works from 1970 to 2015.

The book includes essays by the prominent art 

academics and gallerist, Professor Sasha Grishin AM, 

FAHA, Dr Patrick Hutchings and Guy Abrahams.

T H O R N T O N  W A L K E R
B y  T h o r n t o n  W a l k e r  w i t h  

P r o f e s s o r  S a s h a  G r i s h i n ,  D r  P a t r i c k  H u t c h i n g s  &  G u y  A b r a h a m s

‘Thornton Walker is an artist who is a teller of stories 

without a narrative.  He is a staunchly figurative artist, 

but one who paints highly abstracted images. He is also 

a philosopher who meditates on the nature of the whole 

world, but does this by examining in exceptional detail 

a small fragment in a painting, contemplating a haiku 

or rediscovering part of an old photograph which has 

been stripped of its original context … The best paintings 

by Thornton Walker are very much about “the spiritual 

rhythm … which pervades heaven and earth”.’

— From the essay by Professor Sasha Grishin AM, FAHA 

included in the book. Professor Grishin is the author of 

the recent title Australian Art, A History.
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Thornton Walker is an artist who is a teller of 

stories without a narrative. He is a staunchly 

figurative artist, but one who paints highly 

abstracted images. He is also a philosopher who 

meditates on the nature of the whole world, but 

does this by examining in exceptional detail a 

small fragment in a painting, contemplating a 

haiku or rediscovering part of an old photograph 

which has been stripped of its original context. 

His preparedness to share with his audience the 

source material on which he draws for his art-

making does little to elucidate meaning, as this 

privileged insider knowledge does little to assist 

the viewer with a deeper understanding of his 

work or in the search for purpose for his art.

Professor Sasha Grishin AM, FAHA

Thornton Walker was born in Auckland, New 

Zealand in 1953, and moved to Australia in 1965. 

After graduating with a Diploma of Art in 1976 

he travelled extensively, returning to Melbourne 

to hold his first solo exhibition in 1980. Since 

then he has held more than 50 solo exhibitions 

and has been included in numerous group shows.

  

Walker’s work is represented in important 

collections throughout Australia, New Zealand, 

Europe and Japan.
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December still life I
2008
Watercolour on paper
56 x 56cm

December still life II
2008
Watercolour on paper
56 x 56cm

Figure by the sea
2010
Oil on canvas
120 x 150cm

Two figures by the sea
2010
Oil on canvas
120 x 150cm

The watcher
2010
Oil on canvas
150 x 200cm
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